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Aims

This text is premised on an axiom — the more spoken Chinese you learn, the more meaningful
your experience in China. Mastering these five lessons will enable you to navigate common
social situations and, combined with nonverbal communication, construct the contours of your
personality. It will also delight your hosts.

Chinese Basics

A syllable in spoken Mandarin Chinese corresponds to a character in written Chinese. Each
syllable is spoken in one of four tones. These tones give oral Chinese its sing-song quality.
More than anything else, tones make Chinese hard: if you don’t speak with tones you will be not
be readily understood.

In this text, syllables will be rendered using Chinese pinyin, the phonetic system currently used
in Mainland China. Though pinyin uses the Roman alphabet, it takes some getting used to. For
example, mi is actually pronounced like the English “me.” Li is pronounced like the English
“lee.” Pay attention to unintuitive pronunciations when listening to the CD.

The four tones are indicated using the following symbols:
1* tone — ma (a high, flat tone)

2" tone — ma (rising tone)

3" tone — ma (dip, followed by a rise)

4™ tone — ma (short, forceful)

Hear these pronounced on track 1 of the CD.

Pinyin Practice
Listen to track 2 and repeat each letter/tone combination.

1° Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4™ Tone
qi qi qi qi

ge gé gé ge

xian xian Xian xian

wil wui wl wu

da da du du

zhou zhou zhou zhou

A “word” is a combination of one or more syllables. Again, tones are crucial: ma () means
“horse,” while ma () means the verb “to curse.” Syllables that together form a single word
will generally be kept together. For example, banma means zebra (B 5, lit. horse with stripes).
Other examples:
qiché (car) xiawl (afternoon)

dushi (study) zhousi (Thursday)



Lesson 1 — Meetings New Friends

Vocabulary

nin hao hello (lit. “you good”)

w0 I, me

jiao vb. to be called'

shi vb. to be

xiaozhang principal

XUexiao school

de possessive article (takes no tone)
hén very

gaoxing happy

rénshi vb. to meet, to know (2ncl syllable takes no tone)
ye also

zaijian goodbye

shénme what (2™ syllable takes no tone)

Model Sentences

Pinyin English

1. | Nin hdo, wo jiao Joel Stembridge. Hello, my name is Joel Stembridge.

2. | WO shi xiaozhang. I am a principal.

3. | W0 de xtiexiao jiao Newton South The name of my school is Newton South
High School. High School.

4. | Stembridge xiaozhdng, hén gaoxing Principal Stembridge, > (I am) very happy
reénshi nin. to meet you.

5. | W6’ yé shi. As am I (happy to meet you).

6. | Nin jiao shénme? What’s your name?

7. | Zaijian, Li xiaozhang. Goodbye, Principal Li.

Exercise

Say these sentences in Chinese.

1. My name is Mary Scott.

2. Tam a principal.

3. Principal Ma, (I am ) very pleased to meet you.
4. What’s the name of your school?
5. My school’s name is Milton High School.

! Verbs are not conjugated in Chinese. ©

* In Chinese, bigwigs such as principals are identified by their surname followed by their title. If your name is Tom
Jones, you would be addressed as “Jones xidozhang.”

3 With two consecutive 3™ tones (e.g., wo and y¢€), the first of these changes to a 2" tone.
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Lesson 2 — Basic Needs/Wishes

Vocabulary

léng cold

re hot

€ hungry

ke thirsty

lei tired

xiang vb. would like to (do something)

mdi dongxi vb. to go shopping (“xi” takes no tone here)
XTuxi vb. to rest (2" syllable takes no tone)
shuijiao vb. to go to bed/sleep

chi fan vb. to eat (lit. eat rice)

he kafei vb. to drink coffee

shang cestio vb. to go to the restroom

bu no, not

Model Sentences

Pinyin English
1. | Wo I am®
léng cold
re hot
e hungry
ke thirsty
lei tired
2. | Wo xidng I would like to .
mai dongxi go shopping
XTuxi rest
shuijiao go to bed/sleep
chi fan get something to eat
hé kafei drink coffee
shang cestio use the restroom
5. | Wo bu xidng hé kafei. I don’t want to drink coffee.
6. | W0 bu xiang chi fan. I don’t want to eat.
7. | W0 lei, xidng shuijido. I am tired, (and) would like to sleep.’
8. | Wo ¢, xidng chi fan. I am hungry, (and) would like to eat.
9. | Zhao xiaozhdng, wo hén léi, xiang Principal Zhao, I am really very tired,
XTuxi. (and) would like to rest.
10. | Nin xiang hé shénme? What would you like to drink?

* In this sentence structure, the verb “to be” is implied, not stated.
> Conjunctions are often implied, rather than stated, in Chinese.




Lesson 3 — Likes/Dislikes

Vocabulary

xthuan vb. to like

zhongguio China

zhongguo fan Chinese food

zhongguio wénhua  Chinese culture

lidotian vb. to chat/shoot the breeze
zhege this (2" syllable takes no tone)
zhidao vb. to know (something)
duibugqi sorry

jit alcohol

xiexie thank you

Model Sentences

Pinyin English
1. | W6 xthuan . I like
zhongguio China
zhongguo fan Chinese food
zhongglio wénhua Chinese culture
lidotian chatting
zhege this
2 | Wo bu xihuan jit. I don’t like alcohol.
3. | Wo bu zhidao. I don’t know.
4. | Duibuqi, wo bu xidng chi zhége. I’'m sorry, (but) I would prefer not to eat
this. °
5. | Wo ba' 1&i, bu xiing xiuxi. Xiéxié. I’m not tired, (and so) don’t want to rest.
Thank you.
6. | W0 bu xihuan mai dongxi. I don’t like shopping.
Exercise

Say these sentences in Chinese.

1. Tlike Chinese food, (and) also like Chinese alcohol.
. I’m not tired, (and so) would like to chat.

. I'm sorry, (but) I don’t know.

2

3

4. Principal Li, I like your school.

5. I’m very hungry, (and so) want to eat.
6

Thanks! I like this.

% Only say this if you are really adamant about not eating something. Otherwise, you might hurt feelings.
7 Bu changes to bii when followed by 4™ tone.
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Lesson 4 — On Schools

Vocabulary
xidoxue elementary school
chiizhong middle school
gaozhong high school
zhiy¢ xtiexiao vocational school
ta he, she, it
laosht teacher
xueshéng student
péngyou friend (2™ syllable takes no tone)
xuejian superintendent
da big
piaoliang beautiful (2" syllable takes no tone)
xiandai modern
ma placed at the end of any declarative sentence to make it a question (takes
no tone)
Model Sentences
Pinyin English
1. | Wo de xuexiao shi . My school is a
xidoxue elementary school
chiizhong middle school
gaozhong high school
zhiye xuexiao vocational school
2 | Tashi . He/she is a
xiaozhang principal
laosht teacher
xueshéng student
péngyou friend
xuejian superintendent
3. | Nin de xtexiao hén .| Your school is very
da big
piaoliang beautiful
xiandai modern
4. | Ta shi laoshi ma? Is he/she a teacher?
5. | Nin shi xidozhang ma? Are you a principal?
6. | Zhege xuexiao shi xidoxtie ma? Is this an elementary school?
7. | Ta shi xteshéng ma? Is he/she a student?
8. | Shi, ta shi xteshéng. ® Yes, he/she is a student.

¥ Shi, the verb “to be,” is also used to respond in the affirmative to a question.

5



9. | Bu, ta bu shi xtieshéng. Ta shi laoshi.

No, he/she is not a student. He/she is a
teacher.

10. | Nin hao ma?

How are you?

11. | W0 de xuexiao shi gaozhong. Ta jiao
Newton North.

My school is a high school. It is called
Newton North.

12. | Ta de xtexiao bu da.

His/her school is not large.

13. | Ta de xtiexiao hén piaoliang ma?

Is her school beautiful?

14. | Shi, shi hén piaoliang.

Yes, it is very beautiful.

15. | Nin de xtiexiao jiao shénme?

What’s the name of your school?

Exercise
Say these sentences in Chinese.

1. Tam a principal; she is a teacher.

2. He is a student; his name is Peter.

3. Tlike your school. It is very large and modern.

4. She is my friend. She is a superintendent. Her name is Amy.

5. Is Principal Zhang’s school large?

6. Yes, it is large, (and) also very beautiful.




Lesson 5 — Bargain Hunting

Vocabulary

bang excellent

zhongguio hua Chinese language

yifu clothing (2" syllable takes no tone)

diioshao how much

qian money

kuai unit of currency in China; formally known as yuan, or RMB
tai too (as in “too much”)

gui expensive

sha laowai dumb foreigner

hdo good, well

pianyi cheap

yidian a little

OK okay (known by all in China; use it to affirm or query anything)
Counting’

yi—1 er—2 san — 3 si—4 wi—5
lit—6 qi—7 ba—8 jiti—9 shi - 10
shiyi—11 shiér—12 shi san — 13 shi si — 14 shi wi — 15
shiliu— 16 shiqi—17 shiba - 18 shi jiu— 19 er shi— 20
eér shi y1—21 ¢r shi er — 22 ¢r shi san — 23 ¢r shi si — 24 ér shi wi — 25
er shi liu — 26 er shi qi — 27 ¢r shi ba — 28 er shi jit —29 | san shi— 30
si shi—40 wi shi — 50 liu shi — 60 qt shi— 70 ba shi— 80
jiu shi—90 yi bai — 100 ér bai —200 san bai — 300 si bai - 400
wu bai — 500 liu bai — 600 qi bai— 700 ba bai — 800 jit bai — 900
Model Dialog

Principal: Nin hao. (Hello)

Vendor: Nin hio. Nin de zhonggiio hua hén bang!
Principal: Xiexi¢. Zhege yifu diuioshao qian?
Vendor: Si bii kuai. "

Principal: Si bai kuai! Tai gui!

Vendor: Zheége yifu hén hio...

Principal: Pianyi yidian, OK? W0 bt shi sha ldowai.

(Hi. Your Chinese is great!)

(Thanks. How much for this clothing?)
(400 yuan)

(400 yuan! That’s far too expensive!)
(This clothing is very good...)

(A bit cheaper. I’'m not a dumb foreigner.)

Vendor: (laughing) OK, san bai wii shi kuai. (OK, 350 yuan.)

Principal: Hén gui, hén gui... ér bai. (Still too much... 200 yuan.)
Vendor: San bai. (300 yuan)

Principal: Bu, bu, ¢r bdi kuai (begins to walk away). (No, no, 200 yuan)

Vendor: OK, OK, OK, ér bai. (200 yuan it is.)

? Learning numbers is recommended, but optional. Often vendors will simply use a calculator to show product

prices to sha laowai.

' At touristy shops or markets, it is safe to assume that the first price given is at least twice what the vendor will

ultimately accept.
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Exercise Answers

Lesson 1

1. WO jiao Mary Scott.

2. W0 shi xiaozhédng.

3. Ma xiaozhdng, hén gaoxing rénshi nin.

4. Nin de xtiexiao jiao shénme?

5. W0 de xuexiao jiao Milton High School.

Lesson 3

1. Wo¢ xihuan zhongguo fan, yé xthuan zhongguo jit.
2. Wo bu lei, xidng lidotian.

3. Duibugqi, wo bu zhidao.

4. Lixiaozhang, wo xihuan nin de xtexiao.

5. W0 hén ¢, xiang chi fan.

6. Xiexie! Wo xihuan zhege.

Lesson 4

1. W0 shi xiaozhdng; ta shi laoshi.

2. Ta shi xteshéng; ta jiao Peter.

3. WO xihuan nin de xuiexiao. Ta hén da, hén xiandai.
4. Ta shi wo de péngyou, shi xuejian, jiao Amy.

5. Zhang xiaozhang de xtiexiao hén da ma?

6. Shi, shi hén da, y¢ hén piaoliang.



